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Progress in Stereochemistry. Volume 2. By W. KLYNE,
M.A., D.Sc., Ph.D., Reader in Biochemistry, University
of London {Postgraduate Medical School), and P. B, D.
DE LA MARE, Ph.D., D.Sc., Reader in Chemistry (Uni-
versity College), University of London. Academic Press
Inc., Publishers, 111 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, N, Y.
1958, wvii + 323 pp. 15.5 X 25cm. Price, $8.80.

An idea of the scope of this iuteresting and stimulating
book can be given most easily by a survey of the titles and
authors of the individual chapters: Crystallographyv and
Stereochemistry, by J. C. Speakman; The Stereochiemistry
of Homolytic Processes, by G. H. Williams; The Stereo-
chemistry of Displacements at Unsaturated Centres, by
P. B. D. de la Mare; Steric Effects on Mesomerism, by
B. M. Wepster; The Study of Optically Labile Compounds,
by M. M. Harris; The Stereochemistry of the Group V Ele-
ments, by F. G. Mann; Steric Factors in Immunochemis-
try, by J. R. Marrack and E. S. Orlans; and The Stereo-
cliemistry of Inorganic Molecules and Complex lons, by
R. J. Gillespie and R. S. Nyholm.

As can be seen from the foregoing list, the approach
adopted in Volume 2 1s similar to that employed earlier in Vol-
ume 1. Tlhe chief difference is that, in the more recent work,
there is a little less emphasis upon general priuciples like,
for example, conformational analysis, and correspondingly
more emphasis upon the wealth of factual material that is
now available, As a result, the value of the book to the
general readers who are primnarily interested in the broad
outlines of the subject may have been slightly decreased;
but its value to the miore specialized readers wishing
critical analyses of tlie finer details doubtless has been
increased. As a whole, Volume 2 is a worthy successor to
its predecessor, and all chemists can look forward with pleas-
ure to any further volumes that may appear later.
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Gazéfication et Oxydation des Comibustibles. Bases
Théoriques et Réalisations Industrielles de la Conversion
Oxydante. Bv JacQues NEUNIER, Ancien éléve de
I’Ecole Polytechinique. Masson et Cie., 120, Boulevard
Saint-Germain, Paris VIe, France. 1958 530 pp.
17 X 24.5 em. Price, Broché, 4.500 fr.; Cartonné toile,
5.200 fr.

A brave attempt has been made by Dr. Neunier to
interpret tlie vast technology of the industrial gases in terms
of fundamental physical chemistry. The magnitude of lis
task has made his treatment of the fundamentals of each
aspect of the techuologies necessarily brief. He does not
pretend to lay before his readers the problenis of tlhie basic
chemistry of combustion and of hyvdrocarbon pyrolysis but
instead has aimed at a comprehensive, rational treatineut of
cxisting industrial processes. The work is divided into four
parts. The first part is concerned with the oxidative con-
version of solid and liquid combustibles to gases. In the
second part the antlior compares the various combnstibles
such as petroleurn, ligno-oils, coal aud natural gas. The
third part deals with the fundamentals of oxidative conver-
sion in which thermodynamics is cmployved liberally in
interpreting thce various aspects of the tcchnology. The
fourth part is a systematic treatment of such processes as the
Lurgi process for conversion of carbon, water gas mranu-
facture, Winkler’s process, thie Panindeo process, tlie
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Koppers-Totzek process, ete.  Students will appreciate the
numerous examples of calculations given throughout Part
III. Anadditional feature that is helpful is the liberal use of
schematic drawings illustrating the processes described in the
last part.

The book will be of considerable tnportance to the
advauced combustion engineering studeut and the reading of
it can be a refreshing experience for tlie practicing engineecr.
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